German versus Hun

The German speaks with understanding, the Frenchman with
wit. The speech of the first is like a business journey; the
speech of the latter is like a pleasant saunter. The German
wanders round the subject; the Frenchman catches the ray of
light which it casts upon him, and passes on.

HEINRICH VON  KLEIST,   l8oi

When Mendelssohn defined pain as a breach of continuity, he
was at all events defining the German's pain correctly. We
are unwilling to move out of an old position, and I will
wager that the Germans turn over in their beds far seldomer
than the French.                    JEAN PAUL FR. RICHTER, 1809

The French have a monstrous respect for a German scholar;
greater than for any encyclopaedia in a hundred folio volumes,
for they rate him at two hundred volumes. But when it comes
to applying his knowledge to speaking, writing, artistic
representation, or conversation, they laugh at him, and if they
do not tell him that he is a sheep, they refrain merely out of
politeness; but they certainly think it* Now the German
scholar is angered, and wants to show that he has something
in him. But what can he gain in a friendly duel with the
French? The wit of the Frenchman is a rapier that has a
point, but no edge ; the wit of the German is a sword that
has an edge but no point; and the stabbing always conquered
the hacking weapon.                   LUDWIG BORNE, 1822-1823

The German language pays in copper or gold. The one is a
load to carry, and becomes burdensome : the other is useless
for the petty needs of conversation. But the French can
manage anywhere with their silver speech. In any difference
of opinion, which is often the best spice of social conversa-
tion, the German must either spare his opponent, and then
nothing is decided, or he must wound him. But the French-
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